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thousand by the detachment of several thousand to
guard Boston and of several thousand more to take
part in the struggle in Canada, besides thirty-six hun-
dred sick. The Colonists clung as if by obsession
to their project of capturing Quebec. The death
of Montgomery and the discomfiture of Benedict
Arnold, which really gave a quietus to the success of
the expedition, did not suffice to crush it. Only too
evident was it that Quebec could be taken. Canada
would fall permanently into American control, and
cease to be a constant menace and the recruiting
ground for new expeditions against the central
Colonies.

August was drawing to a close when the two
armies were in a position to begin fighting. The
British, who had originally camped upon Staten
Island where Nature provided them with a shelter
from attack, had now moved across the bay to Long
Island. There General Sullivan, having lost eleven
or twelve hundred men, was caught between two
fires and compelled to surrender with the two thou-
sand or more of his army which remained after the
attack of the British. Washington watched the dis-
aster from Brooklyn, but was unable to detach any
regiments to bring aid to Sullivan, as it now became
clear to him that his whole army on Long Island
might easily be cut off. He decided to retreat from than ten this dispute speedily and equi-
